Overview of therapeutic and prophylactic antibiotics in obstetrics and gynecology.
Infection in the obstetrics-gynecology patient remains an important source of concern. Advances in the identification of pathogenic organisms have led to improvements in the diagnosis of pelvic infections. Important considerations in the selection of antibiotics for established infections include prior hospitalization status, the size of the bacterial inoculum causing the infection, the etiologic organisms and, in the case of prophylaxis, the type of operative procedure. The antibiotic must also be cost effective.